Planting a Good Garden
God’s purpose for marriage is that we would have children and pass onto them what it means to love unconditionally.  Bob and I have sought to have Romans 15:5, 6 as the theme of our marriage.  “That together with one voice we may glorify God and encourage others to do the same”
I want to be a blessing for others so they will see what God is like. But the Bible talks about how you can inherit a blessing as well. 
Who wants to receive a blessing from God? 

1 Peter 3:8-12 lists character qualities that are important to develop so that you may inherit a blessing: “Finally, all of you, live in harmony with one another; be sympathetic, love as brothers, be compassionate and humble. Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult, but with blessing, because to this you were called so that you may inherit a blessing. For, “Whoever would love life and see good days must keep his tongue from evil and his lips from deceitful speech. He must turn from evil and do good; he must seek peace and pursue it. For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and his ears are attentive to their prayer, but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.”
I know that making a beautiful garden takes a lot of hours and hard work.  You don’t get a harvest over night.  But what sort of harvest do you want?  Weeds? Or vegetables?
Let’s look at the list of character qualities that God wants us to pursue so that I can receive God’s blessings.
1 Brotherliness:   or Team spirit.   
It takes a team spirit to “win the game”.  You have seen the children playing soccer. What do you think would happen if one of the members of the team always kicked the ball to the other team?  Or tried to score a point for the other team?  They would lose.  In our marriage it is important that Bob and I work as  a united unit.  When the children asked us a question we made sure that we would speak “as one voice”. This sometime meant tellling the children “Let me answer that after I talk to your father”.  It also meant discussing how we were going to discipline the children in a place they could not hear us.
2 Kind-hearted - Friendly, quick to feel and share emotions.
Aesop’s Fables tells the story of the sun and the wind had a contest to see who was the most powerful.  They decided the winner would be the one who could get a certain man to take off his coat.
The wind began to blow, but the harder the wind blew the more the man held onto his coat. He held onto it so tightly that the wind was unsucessful.
The sun came out slowly from behind the clouds and gently warmed the man.  He soon got hot and the voluntarily took off his overcoat.  The sun won.

We, as women, need to remember that our men are the head of the household and like to be seen as the leader/provider. Don’t be like the wind and demand that they do something.  Instead, think bout what you can to encourage them to do the job God has called them to do?
If I have several jobs that I would like to see Bob do, I have found it best to give him the big picture.  I mention them all at once and even write the list down so he can see it an check it off as he gets them done. This allows Bob do them in his own time and in his own sequence.  Bob takes transitions slowly and often has several jobs planned that I am not aware of.  Just the other day I came home and found two flower beds all planted.  I made sure to tell him how nice they looked.  I know the praise will go a long way toward getting future jobs done. 
3. Sympathy- to feel with Nurture this.  Ask God to give you a heart to “feel with” 

4.  Humility   The opposite of “pride”. 
Pride says: It’s all about Me.  I need to take care of me, myslef and I.  I need to proect My rights, get what I want.

It is good to reflect on the suffering and death on the cross.  How timely- it is now that time of year where we celebrate Easter.  Jesus has conquered death!  
· See who I am in Christ.  

· Accept my weaknesses

· Accept God’s grace

· Accept Christ’s payment on the corss

We have the Holy Spirit now living inside me to empower me to put “self aside” and do life His way.  I WILL receive blessing!
5.  Harmony - Opposite is Discord    
Which song do you want to be know for??  (PLAY THE MP3 Player)

Isolated people try to fill their “aloneness needs” by extramarital affairs.That doesn’t always mean a lover outside of marriage- No the affair can be in the form of making our relationship with our  children more important than our husband.  It can be focusing our attention on getting things.  Or it can be apathy towards our husband. 
The Bible says to have harmony one needs to learn to “honour one another” What does that mean?  You ever blow bubbles?  See how they go up and want to fly freely?  Then there is the fun of “breaking” the bubbles.   In a relationship to honour is to encourage,  Building the other person---“lifting him up” Allow him to fail, refrain your tongue from saying mean things- That don’t “break the bubble”.   .

I want to give a blessing as well  
As a farmer’s daughter my father was into planting grain so that he could harvest it to feed the cattle or to sell it.  He spent a lot of time tilling the ground in spring and getting the soil ready for planting.  Then the planting season started.  There is a time in the growing season tho that he had to pull out the thorns/weeds then came harvest.  Could you imagine if he would’ve left the weeds go to seed and take over the grain?  

How can we know what kind of garden we will leave behind?
Bob and I are very different, but different does not  mean “wrong”.  But when I am hurt by those differences I respond in a variety of ways.  My first tendency is often to blame Bob or find fault with him. I would  think to myself, “If it weren’t for Bob everything would be all right”.  But then I would take hold of my thought and choose with my will not to blame Bob,. I had to take personal responsibility for my behaviour and for the negative attitudes that surfaced in my heart. 

1) When we see something we don’t like in other people, our tendency is to judge them, zeroing in on what we don’t like about them, blaming them for being as they  are.  But God’s desire is that we not judge them.  He sees the beginning and the end.  He knows where we each have come from, and He sees all the hurt we’ve experienced. 

2) We often respond when we are hurt to be vengeful-hurt back.  This too can destroy a relationshkp.  Don’t return evil for evil nor insult for insult, but give a blessing. ( 1 Peter :3:8,9)
One way to giving a blessing is to “sow good seed” into the life of someone who has hurt us.  I once had a garden, and I discovered that when I planted a cucumber seed, the crop didn’t’ yield just one cucumber, but many cucumbers would spring from the one tiny seed.  Not only that, but if I planted cucumber seeds, I reaped cucumbers, not carrots. I got exactly what I sowed, and even more that I sowed.  
I have often heard the expression “you reap what you sow” in the contect of doing something bad which reaped consequences. However, the statement also holds true in the context of doing good things which reap good consequences.  Sowing bad seeds can reap difficulties, but sowing good seeds can reap love and harmony.  Galations 6:7-9 says that  whatever a person sows they will also reap. But the one who sows to the Spirit shall from the Spirit reap eternal life.  
James 3:18  indicates that if we want to make peace, we must sow righteous seed.  What is reigheous seed?  It is the fruit of the Spirit: it is Christ-like behaviours and a Christ-like responses to any given situation.  The fruit of the spirit is described in Galations as “ love, joy, peace……
When someone sends a “hate seed” my way, I can let it take root and grow a larger crop of hatred and then throw it back into the other person’s life, producing more hate seeds, building resentment and bitterness. Or when the hate seed comes my way, I can acknowledge it for what it is , but choose to break the cycle by orgiving and doing good to the other person. 
Emotionally, there were times when neither of us felt like doing "nice" things for one another. But these were ways in which we determined to sow good seed into each other's lives.

The greatest healing response to hurt, perhaps is FORGIVENESS. I decided to choose with my will to forgive Bob whenever I experienced hurt. I had to practice forgiveness over and over again. One thing that helped was to break down the word "forgive" and ask, "Am I looking for a way for giving to Bob? Or am I withholding? If I found myself withholding in my heart, chances were that I really didn't have an attitude of forgiveness, and I wasn't looking for ways of giving. Another question I've asked myself is "IS MY GOD BIGGER THAN MY HURT?"

I am the one to choose whether to allow God to look larger in my eyes than the hurt I've experienced. Or I can allow the hurt to become the all-consuming issue in my life, so that it becomes impossible to see God in the situation. It is often a difficult thing to choose to see God as being larger than my hurt, but ultimately it is the right choice, as it was the right choice for me in my relationship with Bob.
What kind of garden are you growing.?  What are you sowing in your relationships: insult for insult or blessing for insult?

Again, in order to receive a blessing I need God’s power to empower me to grow into being more Christ-like.  I need the power of the Holy Spirit to give me the desire to want to forgive.  Sow seeds of blessing.  What is growing in your garden?  Let us pray.
