Oneness in Marriage

I am so glad to be here!  I’m thrilled that this time my husband, Bob and I both got to be here with you all.  It is also a special week because my husband and I are celebrating our 28th wedding anniversary!  
We are in a special place in our journey together. We just came back from America in October where we took part in marrying our son, Ryan to his beautiful bride, Hailey. We have also been in ministry now long enough in Australia where we are seeing some of the “children” that we have ministered to now getting married!!! 

Titus 2 says that older women should be models of godliness.  By looking at them, the younger women will know how to love their husbands and children. Bob and I are now leading a bible study with 3 young married couples on the topic of “Building your marriage”

We showed our class a poster which has been in our house for years – reminding us and our neighbours what we want our marriage to be.  The poster is based on Romans 15:5 and says “That together with one voice we might glorify God by living a holy lifestyle and encouraging others to do the same”.   Let me repeat that slowly.  Think about the words: “That together / with one voice / we might glorify God /by living a holy lifestyle / and encouraging others to do the same”.   
We desire that as people see us, they would be encouraged to check out what makes our marriage different.  We want them to see God’s unconditional love in action.

Many marriages are not going well.  Half of all the marriages in Australia end in divorce.  Other people feel trapped in their marriage with no hope.  That is because they are following the world’s plan. I call this the 50-50 plan.  You do your half and I will do my half.  This does not work because you can never know if the other person has done their half. Does your husband really understand how hard it is to watch the children and prepare the meals?  Do you really understand how hard he works each day? How can you tell which one of you is working the hardest?  You can’t. 
What happens with the world’s plan?  You begin to build a wall between you and your spouse.  Brick by brick – he does not meet your expectation; he says something unkind; you have problems with your children.  You gradually build a wall between you until you are emotionally isolated. 
The world’s plan leads to DESPAIR.  People end up isolated. Little leadership is developed for the church; children suffer because they don’t have a good model of how a family should work together. Men don’t experience love and respect.  Women don’t experience love and appreciation. 

God‘s plan for marriage leads to HOPE.  God designed marriage.  His goal is for a man and a woman to experience ONENESS.  God’s plan requires God’s power.  And experiencing God’s power requires us to put our faith into action.
What is God’s purpose marriage or our marriage?  What does God of expect of us? Here are four purposes of marriage. 
1) We are to mirror God’s image.  You see this mirror.  What does this mirror tell me?  I look into the mirror and it tells me what I look like.  I can see if my hair needs to be combed. I can see how my makeup looks.  Do you want to see what God is like?  Do you want an idea of the oneness that the Trinity experience?  Marriage is designed to reflect this Oneness.

2) God expects us to have children – God told Adam and Eve to be fruitful and to multiply.  How many of you have children?    It’s in the family where a child can see unconditional love between husband and wife.  I know that some couples cannot have children.  God understands.  He has given you the privilege of helping the parents in your community raise their children. Look around and see how you can be involved. 
3) God designed marriage so we can manage God’s creation.  God expects us to take care of the land and the cities around us. We cannot do this on our own.  We need to work as a team with our husband. 
4) The 4th purpose of marriage is to give us a companion to go through life with.  God said it was not good that man be alone.  He needed someone to share life with – and so God made the first woman.   Oneness leads to companionship.

Now God’s purposes can be accomplished by following His plan.  God’s Word demands a response:  Will you fulfil His purposes for your marriage??

So you see that God’s plan for marriage is that we will experience ONENESS. “Oneness” does not mean that we have to be identical people, alike in every way. We are different.  But think of it this way:   What melodious song are you singing??  We are each different, but there should be harmony in our relationships just as a song sung in 4 part harmony.  We can blend together even though we each sing our own note.  
When Bob and I got married we came in all starry eyed, in love, and excited about the new adventure of life together.  Reality hit real quick; We soon recognized that our marriage was taking place on a spiritual battlefield and not a romantic balcony. 
We had Saturdays where we spent most of the day feeling hurt and angry.  Wanting to lash out because Bob wasn’t thinking the way I did.  One day he said he couldn’t find any stationary in the desk.  I could not believe my ears.  I had spent a full afternoon organizing that desk!  I knew there was stationary there.  We had a long fight – and then I discovered what Bob meant by his comment.  He could not find any stationary that he wanted to use.  He wanted stationary for men.  Why didn’t he just say that in the first place?
I am glad we talked it out. My friend, Ney puts it this way, If you take care of things a “brick at a time, you’ll never build a wall between yourself and your mate.  If 2 people don’t take care of problems “a brick at a time”, they will build a wall.  And the wall will either remain there forever or come crashing down in some terrible way.  Both options can be equally painful.   Bob and I have decided we will not allow conflicts to serve as bricks for wall construction. A wall means isolation and it is just what the enemy wants.  

To build a great relationship we need to deal correctly with the sin in our lives.  Our pride often gets in the way.  Pride prevents oneness.  Pride promotes arguments. We need to learn to say “I was wrong – will you forgive me?”
I think differently than my husband does.  I have a good memory for details of what the children liked, how they spent their free time.  But Bob doesn’t keep tract of those details. For along time I felt he didn’t love the children. After all he keeps tract of all the details of our finances.  Why doesn’t he remember things about the children?  I thought he must not love them.  That was a lie!  Bob shows his love in other ways.  He will spend hours helping them with their school work.

When I get frustrated with my husband I need to remember what the Bible says of God’s love and acceptance of me.  God’s love is not like this:  it does not come with strings attached.  In 1 Corinthians 13 it says God’s love toward me is kind, God’s love toward me is patient... is not easily provoked.  God’s love toward me would never fail.  It is overwhelming for me to think He loves me this way. 

Some days I don’t feel like loving my husband.  But love is not a feeling.  It is a way of acting.  It is a decision that says I will not allow conflicts, hostilities and resentment to build walls between us. It is a decision that says I will rely on God’s power. 
You see this Rusty Hinge;   It is together and with a lot of effort it can be moved. But if we spray it with some oil it will move a lot smoother and easier.  This hinge reminds me of our marriage.  We need the HOLY SPIRIT to give us the power to enable us to head towards ONENESS.

There are many times I find myself saying “Lord Jesus, I need your power to show my husband  love right now.  I want to show him love without any strings, just like you want me to”. 

I am glad that Bob and I  pray together each night.  We do that so that if there is any “brick” that needs to be removed we can deal with it and then take it to the foot of the cross of Jesus.  
Just last week again in a sermon I was reminded how our righteousness is like filthy rags!  There is NO ONE that is righteous, no not one!  I need a Saviour and so does my husband.  Together we ask God for forgiveness, and ask the Holy Spirit to give us the power to walk in “unity” (oneness)
We want to be a sweet melodious song- singing in harmony not in dissonance.

We can do this when we follow God’s plan:  confess your wrongs to each other and then to God and ask the Holy Spirit to empower you to walk in His LOVE so that we are One. I may not feel like loving him, but it is a conscious decision to do so by faith in Jesus and the power His Holy Spirit can and will give me. 
How are you doing in your marriage?

· Are you and husband mirrors of God’s image? Are people getting an idea of who Jesus is by the way you relate in your marriage?
· Do you want to have children and train them up to follow Jesus?
· Are you working together to manage the land around you?
· Are you good companions? 

God will give you the power to do this and more as your rely on the Holy Spirit and put your faith into action. 

Here is a prayer you might find helpful: “Lord Jesus, I need your power to show my husband love right now.  I want to show him love without any strings, just like you want me to.  I want to follow your plan for our marriage so that others will see how God wants us to live”. 

Let’s pray: “Lord Jesus, / I need your power to show my husband love right now./  I want to show him love without any conditions, /  just like you want me to. / I want to follow your plan for our marriage /  so that others will see how God wants us to live. Amen”. 

