Training up our children as God would have us do 
Our lives have been shaped by the influence of so many people.  Who taught you to:
· kick a ball

· knit

· fish

· build a fire
· plant vegetables

· harvest vegetables

· to pray 

Much of what we learn, we learn from watching others. I learned how to drive a tractor by sitting on my father’s lap. I spent a lot of time with my father on the field watching him plant the corn. As I got older he  would let me hold onto the wheel when the tractor needed to go straight.  After a while he would let me do the turns, but  when the tractor started to go off course, he would take the wheel and turn us in the right direction. I got better and better and soon he didn’t even need to touch the wheel. When he thought I was ready he let me do it on my own while he was on the same field working on another project so that IF I ran into trouble I could yell for help.  Finally, I got to the point where I could get on the tractor and start it up and go onto the field to do the necessary job alone.  Now all through this process my father would point out how I did and give me pointers on how to do it better next time.
My mother baked bread for the family every week.  When I was small she would have me just be with her in the kitchen. But while she was baking she gave me flour in a bowl with a spoon so that I could pretend that I was mixing bread.  Soon she gave me a turn in kneading the bread after she demonstrated how to do it.  Then came the time where she gave me some dough and let me make my own bread rolls.  Wow! She put it in the oven and out came bread rolls that I MADE!  I remember how proud I was to have learned a skill that was vital in providing for the family needs.  Soon came the time where I would make the bread for the family.  The taste test by the family would  decide if I passed. 
Much of what we learn, we learn from watching others.

God wants us to help our children develop a strong relationship with God.  Matthew 28:19-20 says we should “teach them to observe everything I have commanded you”.

How are we to do this? We help our children develop a relationship with God by doing three things:
· We need to be good models of what it means to be a follower of Jesus, 

· We need to observe our children to see how they are bent
· We need to support our children to become all God wants them to be.
To teach our children how to develop a strong relationship with God they need good models.  How can our children learn about God and how He makes a difference in life if  we the moms don’t model it for our children? 

· Do your children know that Jesus is important to you?  
· Do they see you praying? Or speaking God’s Word with them?  
· Do you take them along to church?  
· Do they see you being generous and giving money to Jesus by tithing?  
· Do they hear you say “I am sorry, I was wrong, will you please forgive me? 

When Jesus was on this earth,  He took a handful of untrained fishermen and He said to them the 2 most powerful words that a spiritual teacher can say to a spiritual learner:  “FOLLOW ME”.  Walk with me, talk with me, watch me, ask me questions, and challenge me if you want, but follow me.  And in 3 short years, the twelve men  Jesus started with had been transformed into a group of men so strong spiritually that they turned the world upside down.  They changed the course of human history.  His lecture was His life.  He left unforgettable spiritual marks on His followers.  And parents, the methodology Jesus used has never been outdated.  The 2 most powerful words you can say to your children in your attempt to mark them spiritually are “follow me” .
If you want your children to learn that Christianity is about a living relationship with Jesus, then make sure you model that kind of relationship.  If you relate to God in a genuine way, it would be difficult for your children to arrive at any other conclusion.  If you want your children to serve God and feel satisfaction in doing so then discover your spiritual gift and use it for God’s glory.  Serve enthusiastically and let your children see the satisfaction you have found in living for Christ.  If you want your children to obey God, then you obey God and let them observe the blessedness that comes from leading an obedient life.  

2nd step we need to take is to OBSERVE our and see how each child is bent.
(PLAYDOUGH)  Children are NOT formed by us……They are influenced by us and the experiences they have BUT  the Creator God has made each of them different with special “bent”.
“Celebrate the uniqueness of each of your children: They are the Lord’s wonderful creation, fashioned first with His heart and then with His hands  He rejoices over their talents, gifts, and abilities because He chose them. The Lord celebrates each of your children!!!

Last week I was talking to my friend who is a Hindu. She is pregnant and had a routine medical test done that week.  The doctor wanted to check if her baby is developing normally-  the baby has 10 fingers, 10 toes, and will not be mentally retarded.   I asked her what she would do if she found out that her baby is not normal. She said they would abort the baby---- and then asked me what I would do.  I told her that I believe that God is the giver of gifts and if the child that He formed in my womb was “abnormal” that I would trust that God was giving that child to my family.  She was surprised….. I see the child being a gift from God. It is God who forms the child in my womb.  The Bible says that God has fashioned the baby and is  wonderfully made.  Each one of us is unique, with our talents, gifts and abilities.  God chose them! 
When I understand that my children are gifts from God then I need to be a good steward.  I need to be observant of who God made them to be.   How has He formed them?  What are their “bents”?    

God has given each of our children to us as a gift- In the Bible there is a story that Jesus told about the 5 talents. <are you going to amplify?> God is asking you how have you done?  

We have two children: Ryan and Ruth.  They are very different.  We soon learned that we could not discipline Ruth like we did Ryan.  Ryan was a very easy going child.  Ruth was very strong- willed.  What she wanted to do is what she wanted to do.  We had to figure out ways to make her understand that “we were her parents who were still in charge!!!  

We also observed what “fuel” to put into them. You know that with a truck it important to find out what type of fuel it needs.  Does it use  diesel or gasoline?  One will make it work and one won’t.

All of our children need the fuel of love.  But what type?  There are at least four different types.  I call them love languages.

The first is time. undivided attention.  Planned time together. Listening.

The second is Gifts: expressions of love: bought, found or made Gift of self.

The third is Actions: helping with things.  Serving and supporting each others.

The fourth is Touch: hugs, holding hands, massage, 

Every person has his or her style or preference when it comes to the giving and receiving of love.  Parents need to affirm and cooperate with each child’s uniqueness in their love language.  One person says.  I’m a hugger.  And when I feel love for a person I automatically walk toward them with my arms out.  I’m just going to attack them with an embrace.  I can’t help it.  I love them  I’m a hugger. My husband isn’t.
Another person says,  when I feel love, I just have to say it.  I tell it to them verbally. Others communicate love by giving thoughtful gifts.  They see something nice and say, “Oh I’ve got to buy that for so and so.  She will love it”.  Others show people that they’re loved by acts of service  they show it by helping, supporting and serving.  Others like to provide exciting opportunities for people they love.  They arrange a meaningful experience for someone and say, I did this for you because I knew that you’d love it, and I love you.  And still others commit large time blocks just to be with the person they love. 

We each have our favourite way of showing love.  Which is your favourite love language? Time, Gifts, Action or Touch?

What about each of your children?  How do they want to receive love?

As mothers we need to  learn to SPEAK THE PARTICULAR LANGUAGE THEY TUNE INTO BEST.  This requires you to become multilingual.  The temptation is to say,” I’ll show my love by providing material things for them or by doing laundry and making their lunches”.  We need to be careful not ot force them to speak our language.  Instead, we need to learn to become fluent in their language.  What about that daughter who yearns to be embraced and can’t believe she is truly loved unless someone has their arms around her on a regular basis.  What about her?  Some of you have daughters like that.  They’ve been love starved their whole lives.  You cam speak lovingly to them, you can give them gifts, you can provide exciting opportunities.  If their love language is that they need to be held, and if your’re not holding them it breaks their hearts.  What really worries me about daughters who love to be held is that if they don’t get the right kind of holding from Mom and Dad when they get to be teenagers, they’ll be held by any guy who comes around with outstretched arms. And do you want that?
If we address and achieve this  challenge of learning each child’s preferred style of love language and becoming fluent in it then we aree really going to connect with each of our children in ways that will bond us with them for a lifetime.  Take this seriously.  Study each of your children, experiment with a variety of expressions of love, and see which language your children respond to best and then, for thir sake, try speaking their language.  When you begin to see the responsivieness in each of your children, you’ll thank God a thousand times for awakening you to the need to deiscern and speak each child’ love language.  
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Parents, we only have our children for a season.  Let’s covenant together to give them memories to give them treaures that they can carry with them throughout life and eternity.  

Supporting our children is helping them become confident and helping them to “fly” on their own.  
In the training years that Bob and I had with Ryan and Ruth we wanted to make sure that they understood that the freedom of making a choice came with the responsibility of accepting the consequences of their choice. If you want to have a rabbit that means you have to feed it.  When Ruth asked if she could play with friends I reminded her that she needed to  feed her rabbits first.  That was her responsibility.  
Ryan liked soccer and so on Friday nights he needed to get to bed at a reasonable hour so that he could get up early for his game and feel strong.  If he stayed up to late he had to take the consequences of feeling tired and not at his best performance.
There have been a lot of changes over the season of our lives.  It was a great season where we had the children in our home and helping them in the early years of life. We had a lot of input into their learning about God.  Change is never easy.  But it is something that God has put into nature.  Look at your crops- you start with a seed and then it grows and you nurture it, water it…. Then comes harvest.  You expect that if you plant you will harvest.  The plant changes, the flower goes into fruit and then harvest.  Natural, expected change!!!  So likewise as a mom I must receive my children as a gift and expect that the child to develop and want to go off.  I need to support them in their decisions. 

With each of our children it is important to have an“open hand” policy. We need to be willing to let them leave our neighbourhood. 

I need to keep the BIG PICTURE in mind.  God wants to use our marriage to help fulfil the Great Commission.  Our children need to know that ultimately they are living their life to honour God and bring Him glory.  I need to remember my place in helping them to accomplish this.  

Bob and I have been given 2 children.  We raised them up primarily in Australia.  We wanted them to have a choice to go to the USA after they were 18 years old or to stay with us in Australia.  In my heart I wanted them to stay close to me in Australia, but I knew that going to the USA was the best option for them at that age.  I cried and cried. I was so sad, but I told God I will open my hands and let them each do as they wish.  It was very difficult and still is.  I miss them very much.  But I know that God has them in the USA right now and He is growing their character and helping them to learn to rely on Jesus .

This past year Ruth, who has been studying in the USA wanted to sign up to study in  Africa or Thailand for four months.  She asked for our advice and as she told us why she wanted to study overseas.  Bob and I suggested that she come to Thailand as she had been here with GAiN for a project . Bob and I were excited how she came to the decision to study in Thailand.   She wants to be exposed to a Christian perspective on helping  communities .  Wow!  Maybe God will use this time to give her a heart to serve Him overseas as a missionary.  
We could have responded and said, “No, stay near your grandma. Don’t go overseas”, but we asked for God’s wisdom and  supported her in her decision to study here in Thailand. 

How about you?  Have you been observing your child for who they are in their abilities and their talents so that they can help fulfil the Great Commission?  We want to see Lahu doctors, teachers, and pastors so that they can go to the villages where they haven’t heard about Jesus yet.  We need to keep the big picture in mind.  God has given us our children , we need to be good stewards.  
I come from a family with 7 children.  I grew up on a farm that has been in our family for 3 generations.  I know that my father’s desire would be that one of his sons would take over.  My oldest sister didn’t know English when she went to school as my family spoke German at home.  She went off to school every day crying but my parents made sure that she went and that she knew they loved her and would be waiting for her when she came home.  She grew up loving school.  She loved to come home from school and teach me how to write my name, help me tell time….  She wanted to become a teacher.  She asked my parents if she could go off to Bible College so that she could be a teacher .  She wanted to go to a college out of my province so she would have to live there.  It was very expensive for my father and mother , but they supported my sister’s dream.  As they evaluated I’m sure they could see that she had a passion to teach.  She had the “bent” to be a teacher. Though it meant that my parent’s went into debt they wanted to be obedient to God and the plan He had for her. Of course they were sad and it was a very big step to let their daughter go off so far away to study.  It could have also been very threatening for them as neither one had much education.  Here they were equipping their daughter to get a high degree of education than they ever had.   BUT   they were obedient to God.  It wasn’t about how they felt- they wanted to be good stewards of the gift God gave them and for the abilities God gave my sister. 
Two of my brothers liked being on the farm.  My older brother always had other interests as well which could have been threatening to my dad because it could make my brother look “better” than my Dad.  My brother took special classes about farming.  He would bring back all sorts of new ideas.  My Dad was wise – he didn’t just knock the new ideas down, but he gave my brother some freedom to try out some of the ideas –even if that meant giving my brother some of the land to try these new ways.  Some of the new ideas were good and some weren’t but my Dad worked together with my brother so that they could see the farm expand and do better.  It wasn’t a contest to see who was smarter, ‘No” it was God’s way of helping the family so that we would become better stewards of the land and of the abilities He gave my brother to learn and to apply new ideas.

My parents did very well to support each of us children in the family.  I had a heart to go to the mission field from young on.  Though I was the youngest daughter and should have been the one to care for my mother after my father died.  She gave me her blessings to go to the mission field because she had a passion to help fulfil the Great Commission even though she never had the opportunity to go.  My parents have 3 daughters who are teaching in a Christian school and a son-in-law who is a pastor, and a grandson who is a minister in the army.  What a heritage!!!  
In conclusion, it is God’s design is that every home should be a safe place  for every member of the family to develope.  Remember; Jesus said that in this world you will have trouble.   You need to expect trouble and plan on it.  It is coming your way.  Every member of every family is going to experience his or her share of pain.  Every one is going to have his setbacks and disappointments.  Every child is going to experience some of the cruelty of life.  Rather than pretending this is not the case, we need to prepare our children to face a world that will sometimes break their hearts.  If our homes become a place where we can bear burdens and bind up wounds, we will give our children a gift beyond measure.

Have fun teaching your children to observe all that Jesus told them to do as you 
· model what it means to be a follower of Jesus, 

· observe the bent of each of your children
· support each child to become all God created them to be.
What a special role God has called you to.
