Honoring your mother and father in a changing world.
You and I know that the world is changing.  Things are not the same as when your parents were your age.  Twenty years ago there was no such thing as a cell phone.  Now they are everywhere.  My daughter is studying in Chiang Mai.  I live in Sydney, Australia.  When she has a question about her homework she calls me.  Sometimes we talk for an hour. Why not?  It is almost free.  Tweny years ago that same call would have cost $60 (what can you buy for that in Thailand). 

I am an American.  I see the influence of American culture everywhere.  Some of this influence is good.  Some of the American ways are very bad.
You are growing up in a different world than your parents.  I believe it is an exciting time to be alive.  I do a lot of my work on the internet. This past year the team I work with helped almost 2 million people on the next step of their spiritual journey.  That is right.  Our teams sent over 2 million emails, answering people’s specific questions and telling them the next step of their spiritual journey.  Who could imagine that I could sit at a computer in an internet cafe and help people in the Philippines, Indonesia, England, the USA and even Saudi Arabia know more about Jesus.

I believe the words of the Prophet Joel: “In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your young men will see visions, your old men will dream dreams.”
What do I mean by a “vision”?  When I was young, I was expecting something unusual.  Maybe I would fall into a trance and God would perform some miracle.  I never got that type of vision.  What I did get were ideas in my head that seemed so good they must be from God. 
One of those ideas was to marry Chris.  We had been working in youth group for a year and she invited me to a party along with 75 other people.  After the party I got to thinking…. I really enjoy working with Chris.  Next year I am going overseas and then we will no longer be on the same team.  How could I keep her on my time?  I could marry her.  That is a wonderful idea.

Now how did I know if that idea came from God or was it just my own thought?  Well the first question is “what did Chris think?”  She did not have any romantic feelings towards me, so we just kept on working together.  After ten months her feelings changed.  Then the question, “ what do our parents think?”  Parents may not know everything, but I believe that God will give them the insights they need to help us with important decisions. Since both sets of parents were in agreement we moved ahead. We’ve been married for 32 years.  Our anniversary is on Saturday.
I believe God has given my son the vison to help train athletes.  God has given him different interests than me.  He has also given him different skills and gifts.  It is hard for me to be excited about Ryan’s vision, because I am not interested in sports.  But I need to be exited about his vision, because God has made Ryan different from me.  It is God’s call.

Romans 12:3-8 has some very challenging words for us:  For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of faith God has given you. Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If a man’s gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his faith. If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; if it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously; if it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully.  

I believe that God has called some of you to be farmers.  My wife is from a farming family and two of her brothers continue to farm.  It is an important and valuable job.

I believe that God has called some of you to be teachers.  Some are called to be pastors. Some are called to be doctors.

Look carefully at these words: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of faith God has given you.

How does God measure you?  By how much money you earn?  By the status people give you?  No, God looks at your faith.  From God’s perspective ALL these jobs are of equal value.  So how do you choose?

Think about these things:

· What do you like to do?

· What do you do well?
· What will help your community?

· What do you hear from God when you read the Bible and pray?

· What doors of opportunity does God open up?

There will always be obtacles to God’s call.  God may give you a vision and then ask you to wait awhile.  I had to wait ten months for Chris’s attitude to change.  I had to wait 10 years to travel overseas as a missionary.  
I believe that God has placed your parents and pastors over you to help you make wise decisions.  The Bible says that the father is the head of the house.  Here is what I believe that means.  When I get to heaven God will ask me “Bob, did your children become all I intended for them to become?”  I will need to give account for my family.  In the same way your father will need to give account for your family.

Exodus 20:12 says “Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the Lord your God is giving you.”

How do we honor our father and mother?  

· By being truthful with them.  

· By valuing their opinion.  

· By showing respect.  
· By showing that we appreciate what they have done for us.
· By obeying their commands.
What about when our parents are unreasonable?  Do you think that God is bigger than your parents?
Do you remember the story of the Prophet Daniel?  He is at a boarding school where the same food is prepared for everyone.  Daniel believes it would be wrong for him to eat this food. I’m not sure why, but he said it would defile him.  He wants to eat just vegetables.  His supervisor says “No, this will get me into trouble”.  Daniel suggests a trial.  “Let my friends and I eat just vegetables for 10 days and then see how we look.”  The supervisor agrees to the trial and it works so well that Daniel and his friends continue their vegetable diet.

Be creative when your parents disagree with you.  Ryan used to always ask me “Dad, is this negotiable?”  Usually we could work out something.
If you still disagree with your parents, pray.  Ask God to either change their heart or yours. Your parents have been around longer and know some of the risks of growing up.  It is possible that they are right.

I believe that God has called you to do great things.  I am excited about how He will call you to help your neighbours and friends.  He will call you to help your nation and the countries around us.  
Let me close with the words of Romans 12: 1-2  Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship.  Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will. 

