
Reaching out to the World
In Matthew 28:18- 20 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,  and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”

Notice that Jesus did not say to make pastors, or evangelists.  He said to make disciples.  People like you who are obeying God in the moments of everyday life – when you are going to school, feeding the animals, planting rice, playing soccer.

Jesus has a plan for you.  His plan is to involve you in showing His love to the people around you – whereever you are and wherever you move. 

How do most people respond to God’s call? Too many are like Moses.  Read with me Exodus 3:11-12.  But Moses said to God, “Who am I, that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?” And God said, “I will be with you. And this will be the sign to you that it is I who have sent you: When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you will worship God on this mountain.”

Moses goes on for 23 verses giving excuses.  Finally he says in Exodus 4:13  “O Lord, please send someone else to do it.”
Too often I am like Moses. “Here am I God, send someone else”.  But God takes a hesitant Moses and does great miracles through him.

I believe that God will do great things through you.  Listen to God’s promise: Acts 1:8 says But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
I never dreamed of coming to Thailand to talk about Jesus. Growing up we stayed pretty close to home.  Where will God take you?  Back to your home?  To the next village?  To Chiang Rai?  Chiang Mai?  Bangkok? China?  I don’t know.  But God is calling someone to go to each of those locations. Is it you?

God promises you power.  Power to be his witness.

What is a witness?  It is someone who tells what they have seen and heard.  I became a follower of Jesus when I was 18 years old.  I was at at prayer meeting where people told about the difference that Jesus was making in their life.  One of the people in that group told how Jesus gave him the power to throw away all of his drugs and stop using them.  I was impressed.  I had never done drugs, but I was impressed that Jesus could give someone power to change their behaviour.  That night I became convinced that Jesus Christ had a right to direct my life and because he was not directing me I was in a lot of trouble.  I said out loud “Jesus take control”.  Jesus began changing my life.

That is my witness.  You can tell others what God has done in your life or is doing through you.

Colossians 4:5 says Conduct yourselves with wisdom toward outsiders, making the most of the opportunity. Let your speech always be gracious, as though seasoned with salt, so that you will know how you should respond to each person.

You can also give people things to read or listen to.  One important step in my becoming a Christian was when someone left a small booklet (like this one) at a resturant where I was working.  I went to clean up the table, grabbed the booklet, and for the first time in my life understood why Jesus died.

I like this booklet because it has Lahu on one side and Thai on the other.  You can read one language and your friend can read the other.  Or maybe you can both read the same one. 

Right now I am looking for people who want to tell people on the internet about Jesus.  I have received several hundred emails from Thai people who want to know more about Jesus.  Do you want to be involved in answering them?  If you know how to type Thai and have access to the internet you can help reach people all over Thailand with the Gospel.  Here is a website you can visit to find out more.

We tell people about Jesus by both our words and our actions.  Jesus said to “love our neighbour as ourself”.  What can we do to show our neighbours God’s love?  
· If they are farmers, help them with the planting or harvest  
· If they are sick, take them a meal.

· If they are students, studying with them
· If it someone you are working for, working hard and be pleasant.  Jesus said in Matthew 5:41 “If someone forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles.”  In other words, do more than is expected of you.
I am looking forward to the day where EVERY Lahu person, living in Thailand, Burma and China has heard the Gospel and been given the opportunity to become part of the church. I believe that God has called many of you to have a significant part in making that a reality.  There are only two things that will last into eternity:  people and God’s Word. All that you see around us will be destroyed one day.  The convention hall.  The other buildings.  Even the rocks and hills.  The only thing that will last are people and God’s Word.  Wouldn’t it be great to spend your life helping as many people as possible get into heaven?  

One of the people who was most important in my getting into heaven worked on a farm.  He spent his days harvesting the crop.  At night he lived in town.  Mr Friesen was convinced that God wanted him to have a ministry to university students.  Mr Friesen had never been to university, but he was convinced God wanted him to tell students about Jesus.  It was in his home that I became a Christian.  The most important lessons I learned during university I learned in his home – I learned what it meant to follow Jesus.
Jesus said In Matthew 28:18- 20, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,  and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”
This is what it means to put our faith into action. 

